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Th e In s u ra n ce In s t itu te for  High wa y Sa fety repor ts  n a t ion wide, d eer  collis ion s  with  
ca rs  ca u s e $ 1 .1  b illion  in  veh icle da m a ge a n n u a lly. Th es e a cciden ts  k ill 150  peop le 
a n d  in ju re 29 ,000  oth ers . Th e n a t ion a l a vera ge ca r  in s u ra n ce cla im  for  a  deer  
collis ion  is  $ 2 ,800 . Sta t is t ics  like th es e h a ve led  m a n y town s  to s eek  a  s a fe wa y to 
decrea s e deer  h erds , a n d  a llowed  bowh u n t in g to fin d  its  n ich e. 
  
Ea r lier  th is  m on th , USA Toda y h igh ligh ted  s evera l town s  th a t  h a ve k icked  off 
bowh u n ts , in clu d in g th e followin g: 
  
For t  Sm ith  a n d  Ba r lin g, Ark a n s a s  lifted  h u n t in g ba n s  a n d  es ta b lis h ed  a  bowh u n t  
in  a  7 ,2 00-a cre a rea  th a t  lies  in  both  town s . Th e h u n t  wa s  in s t itu ted  wh en  fa ctors  
in d ica ted  th a t  th e overa bu n da n t  deer  h erd  m igh t  s ta rve. It  will a ls o h elp  redu ce th e 
r is k  of th e a n im a ls  roa m in g in to th e a rea  a s  it  fills  with  n ew h om es  a n d  
bu s in es s es . 
  
Two pu b lic pa rks  in  Ka n s a s  City, Mis s ou r i h eld  p ilot  bowh u n ts  in  2006 . For ty-on e 
deer  were ta ken  from  la te Novem ber  to Dec. 10 . Th e City Cou n cil a u th or ized  th e 
h u n ts  a fter  lea rn in g th a t  a t  lea s t  400  deer  per  yea r  were h it  by veh icles  with in  th e 
city. 
  
Bowh u n ters  in  Wa rs a w, In d ia n a  took  20  deer  du r in g a  th ree week  a rch ery s ea s on  
in  Novem ber . Cou n cilm a n  J eff Gros e s a id , "We felt  th e res iden ts  in  th a t  a rea  h a d  a  
legit im a te a rgu m en t to decla re th e deer  pop u la t ion  a s  a  n u is a n ce." 
  
After  repor ts  of deer  k illin g pets , da m a gin g p rop er ty a n d  bein g th e ca u s e of 
m u lt ip le a u tom obile a cciden ts , Ala m os a , Colora do will a llow h u n t in g with  bows  
a n d  s h otgu n s  on  a  city-own ed  golf cou rs e u n t il Feb . 28 . 
  
Su bu rbs  of Des  Moin es , St . Lou is , Clevela n d  a n d  Colu m bu s , Oh io, h a ve a ls o 
s ta ged  bow h u n ts  or  a re con s ider in g doin g s o. 
  
“Bowh u n t in g is  a  s a fe a n d  effect ive deer  con trol,” s a id  U.S . Sp or ts m en ’s  Allia n ce 
Pres iden t  Bu d  Pidgeon . “Th e a n t i-h u n ters  t ry to p res s u re m a n y loca l govern m en ts  
to u s e cos t ly, in effect ive m eth ods  s u ch  a s  deer  b ir th  con trol, bu t  it ’s  th e bowh u n t  
th a t  p roves  worth wh ile.” 
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